This book is a second edition of the book edited by Dr Jaques Chelly. It is more comprehensive than the first edition, and the illustrations are improved. The format is unchanged: a general introduction to the field to be blocked and a systematic description for each block, such as patient position, needle size, volume of injectate, anatomical landmarks and approaches. It is a highly practical manual with little discussion of pros and cons of each block, or the incidence or potential complications with blocks. It is very reasonably priced and would be an excellent addition to most anaesthetists and departments of anaesthesia, whose members perform regional analgesia.
The book is very comprehensive with an exhaustive list of peripheral nerve blocks, paediatric blocks and nerve blocks for chronic pain. There is discussion on the types of techniques and needles to be used and the use of nerve stimulators. There is also discussion of the pharmacology of local anaesthetics and their toxicity, although this section is relatively brief. Unfortunately, there is no mention of the emerging use of ultrasound to help perform peripheral nerve blockade, as this holds great promise for improving the accuracy and perhaps safety of major nerve plexus blockade. It should be included in the third edition of this Atlas.
Overall, the text is a substantial improvement on the first edition and I would highly recommend it as a practical reference manual for nerve blocks.
C This book is a collection of monographs compiled to produce a comprehensive textbook of "neurointensive" care. There are four sections. The first covers neurological basic sciences and chapters on the principles of neurological disease. In this section there are excellent chapters on neuroanatomy and neuroradiology that have been well written with a clinical perspective and well supplemented with excellent figures and photographs. Other chapters in this section provide a disparate overview of central nervous system neoplasia, interventional neuroradiology, spinal, paediatric and stereotactic neurosurgery, central nervous system infections and acute stroke. Each chapter is well laid out in a consistent editorial style and format and concluded with a wellwritten dot-point summary of the chapter under the heading "Pearls". The second section deals with general principles of intensive care management. These chapters address prehospital care, cardiorespiratory and metabolic management, monitoring and cerebral resuscitation after cardiac arrest. Many of the treatment protocols outlined in each chapter tend to reflect the practice and opinion of the author(s) or their institutions, and as such provide suggested management options rather than an evidence-based approach.
